
CONDITIONAL PERFECT
J'aurais parlé (I would have spoken)

SIMPLE CONDITIONAL
Je parlerais (I would speak)

     
      

PROGRESSIVE TENSES
PrThe French language does not have a present or past continuous 
tense equivalent to that in English, e.g., “I am/was speaking.” It is 
common to use the simple present tense in French to talk about actions 
that are happening right now, e.g., “Je parle” (I am talking), ogressive 
tenses are formed by adding the proper conjugation of the verb 
“stare” to the gerund:

Present Progressive: 

  Io sto parlando (I am speaking)

Past Progressive: 

  Io stavo parlando (I was speaking)

Future Progressive: 

   
 

Io starò parlando (I will be speaking)
Conditional Progressive:  Io starei parlando (I would be speaking)

SIMPLE FUTURE

o hablaré 
(I will speak)

     
   

     

Je parlai (I spoke)

 

VERB CONJUGATION CHART

CONDITIONAL

SUBJUNCTIVE

INDICATIVE

PRESENT
que je parle (that I speak) Je parle (I speak)

 

 

que j'aie parlé (that I spoke/ have spoken) J'ai parlé (I spoke/ have spoken)

IMPERFECT
                  Je parlais (I spoke)

 

                           J'avait parlé (I had spoken)

         
             

          
       
        
        

FUTURE PERFECT
J'aurai parlé (I will have spoken) FU

TU
R
E

P
R
E
SE

N
T

PA
ST

 

Je parlerai (I will speak)

SIMPLE PAST 

PLUPERFECT

COMPOUND PAST

The Imperfect Subjunctive & 
the Pluperfect Subjunctive 
tense are mostly a literary 

 tenses,  and  rarely  used  in
 daily  spoken language.  

The French language does not have a present or past continuous tense 
equivalent to that in English, e.g., “I am/was speaking.” It is common to use 
the simple present tense in French to talk about actions that are happening 
right now, e.g., “Je parle” (I am talking). 
 
To emphasize the continuous state of an action, one could use the expression 
“être en train de” (to be in the process of), e.g., "Je suis en train de parler" (I 
am speaking).  


